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As sessile organisms, most 
plants rely on pollinators to carry 
out their sexual reproduction. 
Outsourcing mate choice to more 
mobile creatures forces plants 
to evolve flowers and flowering 
strategies that maximise fitness 
under the selective regime imposed 
by pollinators. Pollinators in turn 
rely on plants for food and other 
resources. A pollinator’s cognition 
and perception should therefore be 
honed through a combination of 
learning and evolution to best exploit 
the resources provided by flowers. 
The spectacular floral diversity of 
South Africa makes it one of the ideal 
places to study this coevolutionary 
relationship. I recently returned after 
a year with a pollination lab at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal in South 
Africa exploring these themes in the 
sensory and evolutionary ecology of 
pollination. In this talk I will present 
a combination of results from a 
sensory ecology project on one of 
Africa’s most charming invertebrates, 
a collection of natural history tidbits 
and a slideshow showcasing the 
natural beauty of a land famous for 
its diversity.
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