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We often think of plants as passive sufferers of their surrounding 
conditions, unable to run away, or build shelters as many animals 
might. However, plants can exert very large influences on their local 
environments. Although this can seem intuitive (after all, we duck 
under the shade of trees to escape the heat in summer), we far 
less often take this insight into account in our thinking about plant 
ecology. I will present some examples from my work on feedbacks 
between plants and their local environment and its consequences 
at a number of scales, from individual plant ecophysiology, to 
community interactions and ecosystem processes.
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